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. Did Justice's blindfold slip during
UIe murder &rial of Frank Wetzel in
1!K111?Could he be COIIvic1edtoday on
the .vidence presented then? Would
Ia \II'enforcement and prosecution be
allowed to follow. the same
procedures. be 'pennitted the same
IatlWd~? .

On March 4 - 28 years after Wet-
zel's convictionfor the 1957murder
of N. C. State Highway Patrolman
Wister Lee Reece -. this reporter
talked with UIe state's chief wi&ness
at the trial. Also present were Bianca
Brown Wetzel of Airlie, wife of the

, convicted man, and Frank Drew o{
Martinsville. Va., who arranged the
interview. Drew had been retained
by Mrs. Wetze1 to assist in. un-
covering evidence to be used in her
efforta to wiD &bereIeue 01 her hus-
band.

RDbertTe~ Jr. will be 59 years Residence of Robel1 Terry in Nonwm
old lIeU T\lesday but be was a :JG. . . .
year-old hitch-biker on Nov. 5,1957. brother simply obsened the: Iwers.) . ham, CbaUaDooga,Kentucky. "I'm
We fOWld Terry just ou&aideof' proceedings. nodding . to indicate What does that mean. I asked. ~r~d to refuse he. said.. "b'lt r
Notm8II, a 11II811town in the central, agrt;es;nentordlsagreement. "The man who did it knows _

~
dldn t kIIow my rigbts... LiUle by

SaDdbi1II area of the state. On the Terry's first words were "no kno\ll'."Terrysaid.Apa~."lamin litUe It unfolded to ~ what the
.

Y

IIigb1 III &be murder. Terry was tapes" as Drew placed a tape torment and be (WeQe1) Is' in were doiDg-buHw..'t awarullt
IIUIkiq Ilia way from New York to recorderon&becoffeetab1e.OnCeaa- ' ." All during the years, ha ex- ,then." .
IliabomIln Hamlet. lured ha was not beInI rec:ofded,be plaIDed,he has been tormented y. At that time, he remembered, he

WefollowedDrewdowna dirt road beganto ta1k. doubts that he Identified the wrong was under &beimpressiontllere were
thinly covered wW1gravel, pusIDg It seemed that Ilia chief COnteI'D man. He said henever really saw&be fiveor ~ witnuaes but "ReceDtly,1
several deWioraUDa,bouses 8nd wasthat ..they"'-meaningthestata manhewasridingwUhinUIocar. foundout I was the ONUESTwit. .' !
mobile homes, until we reached a -had not paid himfor Iliapartin UIo Butbadn'tbepiclled Wetzelfrom a ness." He seemed to sense our-quea-
Oat-rooled shack with a quiveriDg, Wetzeltrial as be bad been promised. police lIDe-up? "The ~up," be &ioDIcut douIItonhis veracitY."All
baIf-built wooden porch. Scrap HesaidbebadgivenadepoeitioDtoa said. "'J1Iat was anotbet thing...1 01my atatemellis are true," be said,
lumber and "found" building Judge Johnaonin LiWngton(Harnett wasn'hure In ID1bearUt wu Frank cannot be' contradiclcd... 1
materiab bad obviouslybeen used ill County) a few days after the kiI1In8 (Wetzel)." He said the IiDe-upbad waD&them (law enforcemePt) to
th8 coostruc:tioa. The shack was and before Wetul was arrested. At 1nIt1all)'been made up 01 seven or show and point out to me... that
situated in a junk-yard, surrounded . tha, time. be said, tile judge bad ei&ht men but .81 1IIIT0wed cion to they can pIOYe beyOlld a reasonable .

by dIaab1ed appliances, discarded promised be wouldbe paid for aUbIa two. . . doub&tha&Frank Is guilty. 1 was a
tires and a wild assortment of other: tIiue. "Tbey wouldtake care ofme." "Frank. be appeared UrecI."The puppet,that'saU."
bousebold and automotive fiotam, However,be said lDdignantIy.up to record shows Wetzel was ahackled Terry was taIleDIntocustodyal the
andjetsam. . . now he has received only the aPO for UIolIne-up."'Ole olber ~ wu 8CeJ!8of~ mur4eranda1111o~be

Tbelnteriorolthestructurewasaa .proximately $3 per day witneu fee. lively." During' 011.'01 h1a Inter- wasnevercbar&\AwitbUlecrime.be
depreasiD&as the outside. There was ,He said he has contacted the Clerkof rogations. be was subjected to says be ... treated like a ~r.
DOrIIIIIIiDgwater but the reporter C4urt in Hanlett. Lee and RicbmoIId tremendoul preaaure, be said. Terry ... said be was coafUl4-d aud
sunniaed there was electrical ser- countiesbut no onehas an)' record of maintains &bat aU bIa atatememl ,frightened. He didD't kIIowwbether
vice because there were wnps and a . tile depGsi&ioa.TIle judge Ia dead and given at U1e~e were dIatorted by to ldenUfy Wetzel or not: U be said.
television aet In the room. Several UIo only otber witM8 was the law enforcementpeople,ill court and Wetzel wu not &beman 811I1We~
kerosenebeatersaenttemperatures stenographerhe kno-n C'4\Jlas "a. Intheu&eNivepl'llillc:overag.. pleaded guilty, be would.be "
InUIolivingroomsoarin8,a dIacom-.whitawODlllD." The witn.as admitted bi8 trouble. . '

fort we endured for the better part of Througbout &beinterview. Terry animosity toward UIo~ but ac- _ ~ Mra.WeU.elaPdIbuepottet
fivebo~ as the I~ c:c:atlnl'ed. re~~ dec!.ued. '~1be~just used' kno,.leged that ''t1:!::pare d1f&r..n1 !~ft ~e hou=. Terry ~ the

IDaideIbItboule, Terry iD&rOducedme. ..1 wu jua&.a puppet." The now... U UIopeople aDd.1IIIpublic ~t pciDtI to Drew aDd aUowe4
us to bIa brotber, Pete. wbo be said. reporter T8rrJ ~I.nlt: knew, If It... writta ill tbe II8fto blawordatoblrec:ordlld.
liveaIn HighPoint.RobertTetr7. Wu &beDIU.. ,. IDtIIa&at . paper. . .1 wu IIIOdu a puppeL I Norman Is a sood tIInIHIaur....
thin aDdaging. wore striped pants. a Wetzel? Be ftll1lhri1e4."Now dIa&', wasa dOC." , from RoIDokeRapIdI, aboaUGmiIeI
bron floral.prin& shirt and a be1p ano&berarea." (Toc:erWaqaesUOIII Back then, be said, be was picUd lOu&hweI&III Sanford. EDerbe, the
cap wiUl a narrow bID. He smoked be... estremeIJ cau&loul, evasive up at &bewhim of police aDd "baa1ed scen. 01 UIo patroImIa.. murder. II
cooaant1y durIn& &beinterview. HiI: or pve ambipDuI and nebloua,an- evvwtaere," iDclIadbIa RocIEID&- aboutaiamilealOutbofNCII'IDIII.
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