
PRISONERGOTLIFE SENTENCE
AFTERBITTERTRIAL JAfI: 10

Sentiment Here was Not So Much in Favor
Of Frank Wetzel But Displealure at The
State for Apparently Capitalizing Case. ..
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II..,.., h,t' l'f'rry 11If' nl(llt. vr

A Scn!lallonal T,lal at the Plllrder! ~\.;.
Itoekhutham '.aJOllnlll' fflur In ~hl)r'. many Irlt Ih:ll U~""It

6ays and Tl\'o Nile-lib. SLate ilutMrlties had tfil:d .__ make It shl)w and n dlsl)hIY.o
Wetzel In th~ WAY the m~," lI.'a.~

The Richmond county .court.

,

kCI)t In t.he pc... a.nd shuttled
hou,\e WilS built In 1923 "nd 1924. back and lorth tv Rocklngham
and wu formally dedicated, by seemingly armed might.

~ptembtr II. 1924. It seaL:> S85 RiCIlt or Wf1)nlt 'bl~ seems

f~~~~'I,~~~e~y~e~~:e ~~~~r~~~~ I~Rj::i~~ :~t o::dl~~;~~b thethe Frank Wf'tr.el murder .rlal,

~~:: :c~.n Jaa:'u~~~~nr~~I,I\:~ I "1:1;;~~:rGI~~dl~::I::~US!)t
~~5~edp"W:~ ~Ia:~~~~:~[~.le~Z~1~~'n t~;Ii~~liaOI~:'c~~ra~~er~:
$Ion~were held da)' and n'~htIeQuid havc c;,!;II)"bee:! kCI)t :n
and not only wu c\'cry lIeat U.k-J the RkhmQnd C(,I:ny Jail. But
en but not an inchof IiUl.ndlnr.lthe power:>-t.I.ft-be tin

~~;tz~~$\\'~:rtc~~;;:;P~:I~h thl!I~:II.~~~~?ke~~'III~:"' ~~~~~:h.th;:~d
murder of Patrol:n:m W. L. Reece; even the day \t .11. the trial
on nO{thern edGe of Ellerbe l:itnrted-on- Monr ~)-'. Janu..ry
ilbout""t :52 p. m. ~ovcmbcr 5th. Gth. It $Cemed to take TVlO

The evidence at the trial hel'ephnne rails by Jl1d~" J. A. Rou=>-
lut wrek was mostly clrcum- 'e~u to thr pt'nttel1Hary at
.stantlal, and _ the Jury simply! RalclR"h tx-fore I.he prlllOlIt'r
would not brlnl' Itself to send I could be brou~ht to Rocklng-
the man t.o the gas chnmbcr-: 113m The flrlit ull W;l1Iat 2 p. m.
when there might be doubt that, The' ~t'1.'''l1d call :'It 2:50_l'lIId
he was the man who so bruully, the prisoner did Iwt get to Rock-
shO..tdo1'fRa brave ollleer In the: Inr.hflnt IInl.i15:51 p. m.
~~e"~~I~~e :l ~~ ~~I:~\I~dndt"'~ WI,:,t ~Ots now"
womll:'n brou;-ht In a vCl'dlct l'( ~1;n- I.,: Tried ;II !);tnll'ui.

~~~~t~.n~:n~~~I~I~e£r~~ b~tcr;~~ 11t',';'rl" frUin .'WlldtM Ja"k
\I'hich automaticitlly earrlf,;'d a Hook~ of the r..-r 'ollnty dl~lr'd

Ufe Imprl,,"nnlent sentence. ~~I~r~:'dt :~~:;~~~~ I~II~ t~~~:~'i~~
The defendant did not take, trrm. hi f'rbrmuv. Iw 10 1)1'

thc stand. Nor did his eourt-ap. I'h..rj::NI with lhl' 'l1urdcr of Pa.
polnl.t!d attorney, John Thoma" truhnan Jamel' 1. 8row" l\('lI1~
Page, 0 (( e r any testimony. riGht mile~ :wuU" 'Ne.~I, d $.\11-
Throu8"hout the trial the defense ford the 1I1j::l1tof Nn\'cmbl'r ~,th

. lAwyer sought to brcu~ dtlwn tl1e abOut liD mlnulejt after P:ltrol-
I"eVidence 01 the Staw 8 IItor wlt- n1:ln R«1:('c had ."'COI1k';lIed ;It

,

~~~~Y'~h~e:I~~m~~~~dw~O~J~ f~~r~o ~~~~
Inl with Wetzel when the Pa. Stntr:nr.- ;.. I' 1..\11on 11'lnl
troJman 3toppcd the car In Ell- for his IHr., Ihl:; tlm(' eh;,rj!;('11
erbe Nov. 5th on a rouUne speed with killing oCti('('r 8rown. It I.~
check. bf'U,9-rrl thc lIIair. evlclc",'c will

Also. there seemed to 1>edb~- , be tlwt the nHilder~r If ,rlll'-
cn-pancies In tbe testimony of . J'CV't'd to hav(' beel dnvm& iI 19:17

Olds.

A 1.cr. ""ullty JawYl'r will I}I'
aPl'ol~1t.cd lo deft'lid Wct.,.el. and
It is 1}(),,~lbl(!Atty. John Thom1l~
Pnj:.e III;IY be naillI'd tu ;J~~I.,I.

The Ihlt'kinchalll Tri"l.

Jlld!:e J. A. HlllloM.";1U,'rt'.,it\i-..
lit Ihl.' trl;"'IO'rl:' I. '!u("kiu~h;\lII.
wllh SUllcltor ,., U. Uoyelte
proscC:lltintt. As ...1..led. the Cnllrt
nppolnt.f't' John 'r lomns Pa!.:e t.n
(!t'fencl WetlA'1. HI! wu armlltuCt'
At ~:r,3 p. III. Mil IIIIIY, Junllllrv
r,th. The Jlldtte tit 'U ordel'cd IMI
lK'rwlJ$ ,~'tnlml'lt '<\, fur lIext.
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