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"WetZel':d;nWied", "',., f7,
I,d' ." .,< ..p. ',! ,,~', -"f.eq...Q .e

. ,- ".~,:;:. ,-::.~i~i~'"il.:': ~::,':\~(:',!;~~:~~~,:j':: ;.;" .. . . ,---'-'''_ ,,"_, ,__,'.'
ADRIENNE IVEY' \,' .; ." solely .on the' wor,d of the unit, state al1d,police' and We~el
HeraldStaUWriter:", . _:,~" :superin~ndent."}' .. . ;;/, became tI;1eirscapegoat. I could

"F ---':'-:E ~,:"n' °'. 1 '.." ::.,~'. ,.,:. ";" : Mrs. Wetzelsaid her husband not definitely identify Frank
raUI\ .yyetze"convIcted m, ,,:., ,< . .,-

195~for the,killiIig onwo-'No~li:-- ;~s beenin closecustody,s~t~"JVetz~1 beyortd,tge.shado",'of 'a
Carolina -high~~Y;,:"patr6lmenF~ smce 1981when he w.astr~ns- reasonable,doub,~,~1957a~d I
has.b~n de,~ed:p~role' fo~,th~L fer~~d t() ~e CaledomaP~lSO~cannotdosonow.' ":,,, ',' .;, .
eighthtime:" '~,:r::!. ~'~~~";~'~r.:': :UmtnearTilleo/,fromRaleIgh's'.' .:Th~da~ afte~.\~e.notanzed

, Wetzel; who is'i{~W~iiij(helt~central PrIson. Shortly state~entwas rec~lved, ~r~..
I inclosecustodyatOd~ni,torrec';"! . thereafter,shesaid,he wasac- W~tze1.pres~n~edit-to .James

tio~Jnst!tut,ioILnear.Jackson, ~cusedof plott~g sri.escape.~o Trotter;.' leg!ll cotinsel.~Gov.
was jnfonn~dof the Parole Com- fonnal charge m that.accusatio~. J~~s M:~rtm.~h,erequested.the .
missi0!l,_ decjsloni:.by;~)etter'. ;Wasfiled af~r ~n investigation' goyemor,issue.apard~n ot in~
Signed. 'by .~ce~el~~~~$,windeIi:{ P

.

' y fonner DlStrlct'A:ttome
,

rw~., 'nocencefor'We~el'based..upon

Parole Cas~"Analy.~t~f1~\t' i~ ~. Murp~~y III, faded.~ un-. Terry's ~taterpent.She~ald she
reads: ~ .. 'J:'r," ""~:'~'~'~~ ~over sufficIent e~dence.':,~~' .' J ,!as a~VlSe~to~bavean attQrpey

"The Parole, CommissiQQi)/3:/.' j;t'he 'ilnrt1a~ .Gn,ev.ance :pom-{fUe. fi '~Moti.()OJor.,~pproP118~
._carefully considere~"',Your:!cas'i~:: ~l1ttee~ecommendedthat' Wet-Relief ~rough the courts. sy~-

and~on~uded~t paroleshould' ~el be .restored to.,medium cus- tem. '. , " ' ' , ...' {:
not be .gr~~d .at this' tim~~:~li~t~ ~ody ~m~e.,no,p,roof:~f th~ ,ac-, ':"'we~e{iS':serviDg ~o'~o~sec~'"
Co~~1s~lon..m ..e~cJ1ing',:;its.~ Fusatlon ~ad. been' established:~ utlve life terms 'for the murders
declSlon. CODSldere4the am~1J,nt. Findno charge had been made.,' of Patrolmen Wister Lee Reece

J ,-",~ However, Mrs., Wetzel said, . " . ,

of time wJ.1ichyou J1ave serY~4.; ~ames -Woodard,. secretary 'of' a~d James',T~omas .Bro~ the
fo~'y0urc~es. . '!;";-'.".:,' pac at the time," ~'chose' to Dl~ht.of,N~v.5, 1.957.'rhe sIte of

'rh~ penod of tim~ w;hie!1you., ignore the' Committee's recom- the killing of ~lcer. Reece, was.
,ha.ve .se~ved .could und~ly,; mendation".~d '.Wetzel'has, n~arEll~r~.a.l)dOfflc.er.Brown;
-de~recl8te t,heseriousnessof~Ei':~remained onclose custody statuS near, ~i1fqrd 7.'a, distance, of.
crlffies which you colJUllitte~':; ~incethen. ..,'. ,'. ,,47..43 mile~ between th~ s~e~es..-
and promotedisrespectfor the" ISwindell,askedto explainhow Co~~testiplony.se~~e killi~gs,

law.-Your . case. has ',' be~n- Wetzel's parole ,would'''unduly' as;occurrmgWltl$1.;.~~~~t, 20,
scheduled to b,e ~eVleweda~~lD." depreciate, the' seriousness" of ~ll~~s\~ha~h other." . 1 "':"

4or-~~~}e-{)~or ab~9t:-~p1il~ the . ~imes' and "promote dis- <,Renee McCoy, special ass~.
, 198~., u" ~espect for the law," declined to' .tant.for public informationwi.th

.BI,anea Bro~ Wetzel. of the j elaborate. "We 'just.. feel, the state Department of Cortec-
~lie Co~umty near Littleton,': like . .,.not 'enough time has tions,~id Wetzel.hasbeen con-

, w:ifeoft~elDma~,expressedh~r beenservedonthosesentences," sideredannuallyfor parole,since;'
~sapp~mtment m the Co~s- she said. "Each case is :viewed March 22, 1978.She said on a life
~lon'~"'.a~~~on .£alling'.., Jh~, ' differently" and ,the '''pastsentence - which: carries' .no
~rerequl~~tes ;for, rel~a~e "an., ; l1ecordof the 'individual" is con- release' date ,~. inmates, must

..tl~ua~d. The CommlS,slon,~he1,~ ~idered. . ' ';.' . serve a minimumof.10years
saW., ~oes n~t look at..how cus; i 'I.D. Uncertain ' .befor~ ,becoming' eligible ~,'for

_tody status came about but relies ." i Last March 13,Robert Terry paro!e review. In ,Wetzel'scase,:'
J:r. of Norman,the staie's star ,since ~. sentences were to'.be
witness in the trfal for the mur-:.served. consecutively, the tinle:
.der ofPatrohnan Reece, signed before review ,was 20years -::10,
a sworn statement saying he. years on e,achs~ntence., ,,':
qouldnotp!3sitivelyidentifyWet- .,' McCoywd DOC reCordsm-
z,elas thekiller.: ' ,'.. " dicate Wetzelbegan serving his
:Terry stated "a tremendous . terms on'March 22,1958.She said

amount of pressure was exerted he'has been in the state's prison
uponme by the police. . . I am systeDl"oneofthe longest -but.
unsure that Frank Wetzel. was not THE longest" time of any in.:
the driver .in whose car I was' mate. The 'name of the.inmate
riding .the night of Nov. 5, 1957." who has served longer than Wet-..
Healso said: "I was used by the zelwasnotavailable. :.;
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