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an N; c. State HighwayPatrolman bin admitted. '
his IcSentificatiOPq the ID8I1c:oovided for the was the right man; 1was lIotable to IdentifybiID Mrs. Wetzelwas volubleIn her praise of Drew
crime was prompted by pressure from law en-. uReece'skiller. who describesbimse1f as "an insurance WIder.
forcemmtofficers. " " "I never recognizedthe color of the car I was writer." Drewis also involvedinpubUcrelatioos

Robert Terry Jr. of Norman on Tharsdlly 1Ip-' riding mand made no /ltatement until I was workforsmaUcompanies. ,
peared before a notary pubUc In ~et and taken into Custody,and then gave a description ."He has reaUyworkedhard towinTerry's con.
.siBneda61atementsaying~coa1dn~tivety . of the car's Interior oaly as being black and white , .. fidence and to bring him '(Terry) to the poln!
identify Frank Wetzel, DOW1eI'Ving. Uf~sen. or cream and white. wbere be was ready to ten what reaJly'hap-

. tence for the killing of Patrolman Wister Lee "The car 1 was riding in bad a small green . pened,"Mrs.Wetzelsaid.Shesaid that Terry
ReeceonNov,~,l957,asthekiller." . Ughtover the ubtrayand had DOluggage andIorbad been thoroughly intimidated in 19:i7and I.';."11II8momlD&, Wetzel\, wife, BIa8ca BroWD ' bosesin the windowor backseat to.obstruct my .stiIlafraid. 8

Wetzelof &lieAirUeCoIDIDan1ty.., UUletoD, vision. The only time 1saw any merchandise or Wetzeland the former Mrs. Brownwere ma~-
pnHIIted Terry'. DoW1zecl.1atanent ~ Jamel boxes waS during the trial, where there were ried at CaledoniaPrison on Sept. 2, 1982.It wa~

'1'roUer,Iepl_et &0Gov. Jame, Mar1ID. many tables stackedhighlrithmaterials. his first marriage; her third. "It's been almost a
Mrs,Wetze11areqaeatlllg t tile lovemor luae "I was usedby the statund police and Wetzel five-year struggle Ihrough aD the legal chan.
.p8rdGeoflllnoeaaee10rWetze1 apoathe became their acapegoat. .. . Dels," she said before leaving for Raleigh thiS
I1atanmt. Wetzel. .daelWed for p8NIe review "I could not definitely identify Frank Wetzel morning. Her efforts to free ber husband begar.

t: DeDlDoatIL . r '. !leyondthe shadowof a rtaSOII8bledoubt in 1957j evenbeforetbeirmarriage.
Wetzel, who was transferred .to ~edonia lcannotdolOnow." ~ In'addition to Terry's testimony at the tria!,

I J'rison valt at TIllery In 1981,drew a geeond liIe _ etzel, who was trailSfelTed to c.Iedoa1a .-1drs. Wetze1 points t.oDUmel'OUScontradlctilHlS in
: term for the killing q another state fatro1man, Prison UiUt at Tillery In 1981,drew a second Ute other evidence presented. These discrepancie~,
; James 'Ibomas Bro1ll1l,near Sanford 011tile same . term for the killing of another !date patrolman, she believes, were not given proper weight at UK'
. DJaht. Court testimony set the two IillIiDIs as oc- "IDles Thomas Brown, near Sanford on the same .time of the trials - which were conducted, she

-.currtng within about 2Dminutes of eac:bother . nl8ht. Court ~y set the twokillingsas oc- said, "inacamivalatmospher'!."
8nd the murder scenes W!l'edete~ to be curring within about 2Dminutes of each other At the time of the murders, Wetzel had es-
4U3 miles apart: . .' aDd the murder scenes "ere determined to be caped from a New York state mental hospita'

I ThefoUowing18. portionq the;'IIepos1tion47.43milesapart. . whichbe bad enteredon a voluntarycomnll!'
made byTerry: . ,'Terry, age 30whenhe tutified, willbe 59yean' ment. Hesaid he bad conunitted himself inorder

"At the time of my arrest Nov. $,'1957, a ".oldDest,Tuesday.Heisunemployed. tobeina betterposWon toescape poUcecustody
tremendous lDlount of pressure was uerted " IDtheBad;groaDd aincehe wasscbeduled for confinementin AttJca
uponme by the policeto Identifythe 1I'.anwho,1- Wetzel,whowas 36years old at the time, was Prison for paroleviolation. .

\ legedly killed North Carolina State Trooper Wis-. .' arrested in Bakersfietd: Calif., on Nov. 19, two .His destination, he said, was Mississippi wmort-
, terLee Reece. . ~'weeks followingthe dual murders. He was 1& his younger brother, Billy,W/ISon death row for

, "I IDl unsure that Frank Wetzel w_ the driver aequenUy convicted of both crimes and bas been the killing of a prison inmate. He never reached
. .In whose car 1 was riding the night of Nov. S,,. In custody of the N. C. Department of Cor- his brother. Theautomobilebe stole on his fl1ght

1957. . ! rections since Dec. 9, 1~7. He bas eonsistenUy from NewYorkwas abandonedin ChattanooO;do

, ~~BefCftIbe trial 1wasaho1ll1l;:l: pictures ,'milintalnedbislnnocenceofthekillings. Tenn. He took anotber car and proceeded totfcir Identificationand was IhoWD ctures of t A Virginia man, Frank Drew of Martinaville, Californiawberebe was apprehended.
..fiitef;tL--' ." -<--0'- L--utJ _. _a.!I1OIL..l ,"hU" i8II\III.~_~. .~e.day, ~ J'tlnk We\J~'HI>""i..ti~At, r

,. , reWe Evby ~ at the, line-tlj)I was undergreat 'Umately obtaining the atatement !lelng themUrderofPatrolmanReece,hisbrotherwas
P urnn it'#"M , , .,,_ W 1 ,"" .noI..v nN'utr.dbvtheStateofMississippi.
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FRANK WETZEL
IDm9 me photo


